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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 213593 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MILL RP 

SUBJECT: NEGRITO TRIBE CASES 

REF: MANILA 13695 

1 . IT APPEARS THAT AGREEMENTS IN PARA 3 REFTEL CONCERN 
PRIVILEGES GRANTED BY USG TO NEGRITOS. IF THAT ASSUMPTION 
IS CORRECT, DEPARTMENT AND DOJ STILL ARE OF VIEW THAT 
SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY DEFENSE STILL INAPPROPRIATE BECAUSE 
DISPUTE INVOLVES ESSENTIALLY RIGHTS WHICH ARE GOVERNED 
BY ORDINARY PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL LAW. WE WOULD LIKE TO 
RESERVE FINAL JUDGMENT ON THIS POINT PENDING RESULTS OF 
ATTORNEY LUNA'S SEPTEMBER 1 MOTION AND FINAL WORD ON GOP 
POSITION. VANCE 
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